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Gold Rush descendant.
retraces the steps of his -
family, countrymen.
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but Individual matches
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Gold Rush descendant
retraces family routes

Ev Mark Glllasple
The Record

When be clipped on his skis ar
Manley Hot Springs and started his
solo trek toward Noms, the sun was
sctting carly, lemperatures were
well below zzro and Iditarcd mush-
5 had oot yet left Anchorage.

Saturday, it was fve weaks later,
and Marizip Balli of Trenta, Italy,
arrived in Nome — following the
same route his fellow townspeaple
did almest 2 century ago.

Belli grew up hearing storizs
about his Stampeder grandfather
Agostmi Vittorio, who settled in the
Yukon during the Gold Rush and
worked as & miner throughoumt
Alaska and Canada for 30 years,

Though he was never able to
establish where his grandfather
traveled, Belli discoversd ancther
pair of Trentines — brothers Silvio
and Clemente Boldrini — who

made their way from Dawson to
Nome, A third Trentino was mayer
of the Tofty mining community
near present day Manley.

A fitness speclalist and moun-
tinesr in Italy’s alpine region, Belli
became fascinated with reproduc-
ing the conditions these immigrants
faced in the sub-Arctic,

In August of 1993, Belli bicy-
cled from Fairbanks to Prudhoe
Bay in 72 hours along the Dalton
Highway. In 1995, he brought an
[talian television erew lo Wiseman
to film a dog mushing expadition
to Prudhoe.

“WhenI get here, I don't kmow
what gear you'rs using. I don’t
koow nothing,” said Belli, who
started learning to speak English
especially for his wips to Alaske.

His trips to Alaska were but a
prelude for the 700-mile journey he
bepan in February, tracing the steps
of the Boldrini brothers from Tofty

Belli ...

From page 6

At Shebtoalik, he ran out of
snow and had 1o drag his sled up
muddy hilis. It began to rain and
be hed 1o slog throngh overflow.
Berween Koyuk and Elim, he
bad to resort to skiing only &t
night, when the trail was harder
and more easily raversed.

Ounly after he left Elim did
Belli have cold enough condi-
tons for a fast wail. *] go fast

gcross the lundrz,” he said, pro-
nouncing il “toondra.”

He skied the last 77 miles
from Whirte Mountain in & single
52-hour strerch.

Belli will spend enother cou-
ple of weeks in Alaska, revisit-
ing some of the villages he
passad through along the way.
He brought & video camerk
along, and hopes the footage will
b= used on Iralinn TV

When esked if he intznds to
mounl apother trek across
Alaska, Belli replied, “Oh,
mavbe.”

Merk GlesplaThe Racord

Skiler Maurizio Belll displays the plaque he presentad to Nome
Mayar John Handeland this wesk. Saturday, Selli complated 8

47-day trek from Manley Hot

Springs to Name, following the

orlginal turm-of-the-century route made by feilow countryman

from his hame In Trento, italy.

to Nome.

“WNo training i ltaly,” Br.”a sald
of his preparations. “You must
come only here. I came to Alaska
seven Limes for & year o train”

Starting out from Manley, Belli
said he had pice sunny days sad
cold nights down lo 40 below.
Though he followed markings left
by the Serum Run 1997 mushers,
much of the trail from Manley to
Tanana and Kalteg was nat well-
marked.

When he arrived in Kaltag 28

days after he began, Belli coun ed .

himself lucky to have mac

de E;'“t,_

time, He =it even lucidsr wheo be
made tbe 50-mile leg b=t
Kalrag and Unalaklest in just three
days.

‘On the cosst, his forfunes Began
to change. The emperaiirs rose 50
degraes m:r:::*"",.i...d the iccreas-
ing sunlight be gan meiting the
saow and je2 aleng the trail.

“Every mornicg, it became moie
warm,” Belli seid. “From
Upalakles: 1o other villages, E'\.""

. to find very, very, very much pro2

lzms.”

See Belli, page 20
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